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Preparing PhD Applications for Success at 
Monash University



FUNDING & SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Monash University offers a range of scholarships that are available to Vietnamese PhD 
candidates:

• Research Training Program (RTP) Stipend – funded by the Australian government

• Monash Graduate Research Scholarship (MGS) – funded by Monash University

• Sir James McNeill Foundation Postgraduate Research Scholarship – established in memory of Sir 
James McNeill, study areas include Music; Engineering; Science and Medicine

• Monash Departmental Scholarship – funded by faculties or departments at Monash University

• Monash International Tuition Scholarship (MITS) – funded by Monash, covers tuition fees and single 
OSHC cover, generally awarded together with a stipend scholarship

• Monash University – Vietnam Government Joint Scholarship (Project 89) – funded by the Vietnamese 
MOET and topped up by Monash

Monash University also offers other awards and grants to help candidates throughout their 
enrolment:

• Travel Grant - for study-related travels domestically or internationally

• Graduate Research Completion Award – to provide support to students in their final year

• Postgraduate Publication Award – provides funding to high-achieving students for preparation and 
publication of papers arising from thesis

• Mollie Holman Award – best thesis of the year

• Vice-Chancellor’s International Inter-campus PhD Travel Grant – one-off grant to subsidise a visit to 
one of MU’s international locations (Malaysia; Indonesia; Suzhou; Prato; India)
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WHAT NOW?

HAVE AN IDEA

Step one

Identify your research interest 
and draft a research proposal.

Step two

Identify research supervisors you 
are keen to work with and check 
the relevant University’s PhD 
entrance requirements

https://www.monash.edu/learnhq/excel-at-writing/how-to-write.../research-proposal


How to Prepare a Research Proposal?
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Below is a sample guide of a research proposal format (approximately 3-
4 pages)

Description of proposed project
• Project title
• Research topic summary (a few sentences that encapsulate the 

project)
• Project description (describe the proposed project including any 

relevant theoretical contexts)
• Rationale for project (what motivated your interest in this area)
• Main research questions (3-4 questions that underpin the investigation 

or research topic)
• Methodology (research methods, e.g. interviews, experiments, 

ethnography etc)
• Outcomes of this research and its contribution to knowledge
• Bibliography

NOTE: different faculties or disciplines may have different requirements 
for the PhD research proposal. Please consult with the relevant university 
or faculty if unsure.



How to Look for Supervisors?
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Choosing the right (suitable and appropriate) supervisor/s is one of the crucial 
steps in starting the PhD journey. 

1. Search for potential supervisors online

• Do you have a sense of who the leading academics are in your propose 

field of research? 

• If not, search online. Search for academics with the same interests as 

you, look into their profiles, read about their research and publications

2. Create a shortlist
• Create a list of the academics you are interested to work with as some of 

them may not be in a position to accept PhD students

3. Make initial contact
• Send a personalized email to each academic you may wish to work with, 

with a brief description of your research proposal, reasons why you want 
to work with them, academic transcripts and any funding opportunities 
you have applied for. 

• DO NOT bulk email supervisors as they are unlikely to respond



How to Look for Supervisors Cont’d
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4. Meet with your potential supervisors

• Potential supervisors will most likely want to interview you before they 

formally accept, but it’s also important for you to find out what they are 

like in person. So while they assess you, you should also assess their 

expertise and experience; availability and commitment; professionalism; 

social rapport etc

5. Making the final decision

• If there are multiple supervisors who fit your brief, you will need to choose 

one or two. While it is possible and highly recommended to have at least 

two supervisors, you will most likely need to choose one to be the main 

supervisor, especially if they are at different institutions or in different 

countries. 

• Find out more about their methods, approach and personality from 

current or former PhD students 

• Take into consideration the university’s ranking and reputation

• Know yourself and if the supervisor’s style will suit you



How Are PhD Applications Assessed?
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PhD applications are assessed holistically. 

While the academic track record will have the greatest weighting, it 
is not the only achievement that is assessed. Other key components 
include: research experience; prior prizes and awards; academic 
publications; quality and feasibility of proposed PhD project

Some factors beyond the applicant’s control may often be taken into 
consideration as well, such as supervision availability, and the 
project’s fit with the university’s/faculty’s strategic priorities.



Academic Requirements

• Australian/NZ Bachelor’s degree with First Class honours (H1) (or 
equivalent qualifications); OR

• Australian/NZ Master’s degree with significant research component (at 
least 25% of one year full-time or 24 credit points) at the First Class or 
High Distinction level; OR

• International qualifications are assessed by universities for H1 
equivalency – for example, an international Master’s degree with a 
significant research component and an overall grade or GPA of 
qualification in the highest grading band; grade of research component 
in the highest grading band; ranking in cohort; university 
ranking/standing relevant to discipline

• Other criteria may apply
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Supporting documents:

• Official academic transcripts, including the grading schema (English translation 
required)

• Examiners’ reports (if applicable)



Research Experience

It is in the applicant’s best interest to clearly articulate any additional 
research experience they may have had. These include, but are not 
limited to:

• Academic positions

• Research assistant positions

• Internships 

• Professional positions that have direct relevance to proposed research

NOTE: the key is to provide details of any employment or research 
experience that directly demonstrate the applicant’s ability to undertake 
independent research at the doctoral level.
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Supporting documents:

• Letter from employer, confirming duties and responsibilities

• Reference letter from former thesis supervisor/s

• CV



Research Outputs/Publications

Academic publications, especially those that are peer-reviewed are 
extremely important to be included in the PhD application:

• Publication type (e.g. book chapter, journal article, conference 

proceedings etc)

• Name of Publication (e.g. journal name; book title; publisher etc)

• Status (e.g. published; accepted for publication; under review)

• Quality of Journal or Publisher (e.g. impact factor; journal ranking etc)
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Supporting documents:

• Proof of acceptance or publication of peer reviewed article or book chapter

• Copies of conference abstracts and the front pages (including contents page) 
for each publication

• Proof of any non-traditional research outputs (e.g. performances; folios; 
exhibitions; creative writing; translations etc) accompanied by a 300-word 
exegesis outlining the research contribution and relevance to PhD project



Prior Prizes/Awards/Scholarships

Prior prizes, awards, scholarships that were obtained through a 
competitive or merit-based process will be taken into consideration for 
PhD applications. These items will need to directly demonstrate the 
applicant’s academic excellence and/or ability to undertake independent 
research.
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Supporting documents:

• Award/prize certificate

• Scholarship offer letter

• Academic transcripts (if applicable)



English Language Proficiency Requirements

A university’s ELP requirements could be met in a number of different ways:
• Language of Instruction (from a University approved country); or
• English language test; or
• University English language bridging program

NOTE: different universities will have different ELP requirements
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Monash University ELP test 
requirements as at Feb 2023



HOW TO APPLY

https://www.monash.edu/graduate-research/study/apply

MONASH UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS AND SCHOLARSHIPS APPLICATION

STEP 1: CHECK YOUR ELIGIBILITY FOR ENTRY

• Academic qualifications

• English language proficiency

• Other criteria may apply

Monash University CRICOS Provider 
Number: 00008C

https://www.monash.edu/graduate-research/study/apply


HOW TO APPLY

https://www.monash.edu/graduate-research/study/apply

STEP 2: OBTAINING AN INVITATION TO APPLY

• Faculty - specific process 

• Review information and contact the faculty / 

academic unit responsible for your area of 

interest

• Courses, how to find a supervisor etc

• Submit an expression of interest (EOI) to the 
relevant faculty.

• If your EOI is successful, the faculty will issue 

you with an Invitation to Apply
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MONASH UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS AND SCHOLARSHIPS APPLICATION

https://www.monash.edu/graduate-research/study/apply


STEP 3: PREPARE DOCUMENTS

• Invitation to apply (from Step 2)

• Academic transcripts

• Research proposal

STEP 4: SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION

• All applications are submitted online through the Graduate Research 
Admission and Scholarship Application portal.

• Admission-only applications are accepted all year round

• Admission with scholarship applications by closing date

• International Applicants:   31 March & 31 August each year for 
respective intake

Note: Processing of applications takes approximately six weeks after submission or closing date
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HOW TO APPLY

https://www.monash.edu/graduate-research/study/apply

MONASH UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS AND SCHOLARSHIPS APPLICATION

https://www.monash.edu/graduate-research/study/apply


THANK YOU
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KEY CONTACTS

Monash Graduate Research Office:

• www.monash.edu/graduate-research/contact-us

• mgro-apply@monash.edu

Global Engagement:

• ge-hdr@monash.edu

http://www.monash.edu/graduate-research/contact-us
mailto:mgro-apply@monash.edu

